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Presentation
An architect by training, a designer by 
adaptation, a writer to make friends and a 
painter by vocation, Oscar Tusquets Blanca 
(Barcelona, 1941) seeks to be an all-round 
creator in times of increasing specialization; 
however, painting is certainly the least known of 
all his facets. With the exhibition Cossos, ciutats, 
interiors (Bodies, cities, interiors) the public 
will have their first chance to get to know in 
depth the wide range of motifs of an artwork 
that shows us the validity of figuration, offers 
a rich dialogue with tradition and recreates 
life in all its deep superficiality. As Eduard 
Mendoza says, Oscar Tusquets’ painting is “his 
autobiography and, to be more specific, his 
way of understanding life and relating to his 
surroundings”.

With his views of cities (Barcelona and 
Benidorm), houses, gardens, interiors, nudes, 
everyday objects, portraits and self-portraits, 
Oscar Tusquets defies any pretext – however 
small, vulgar or daring it may be – and positions 
himself as a staunch defender of the meaning of 
figurative painting, at a time when many declare 
it to be dead, while also showing us how art 
can be the best celebration of life. As he puts it, 
“without figuration, little fun”.

Two cities
Two cities that I have lovingly painted over the years. 
Barcelona, where I was born and have lived my  
whole life.  
Benidorm, an urbanistic invention that seduced me  
fifty years ago.

Oscar Tusquets Blanca.

Anna
Of all the sections in the exhibition, Anna 
occupies a very unique place: it features a set 
of drawings, watercolours and oil paintings 
that Oscar Tusquets dedicated to Anna Bohigas 
Gurgui (1946–1984), who was his second wife, 
who died prematurely of a brain tumour. This 
whole series is, therefore, a tragically-ended love 
story and at the same time a chronicle of learning: 
the rediscovery of the pleasure of painting is 
combined with the love and obsession for a 
magnificent body. Once the illness appeared, 
Tusquets feels the need to retrace its vicissitudes 
and subsequently creates some of his best works. 
They become increasingly wiser, in a desperately 
serene effort to retain a doomed body: to admire 
it, to recreate it and capture it before it fatefully 
passes away. It is an increasingly difficult, yet 
needed, task.

Àlex Susanna.

Memories
Using the contacts from the first photographs I took of 
Anna fifty years ago, during the lockdown, I painted 
these six works.

Oscar Tusquets Blanca.
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Oscar Tusquets Blanca
Born in Barcelona in 1941, he studied at the 
Escola d’Arts i Oficis (Llotja) and the Cercle 
Artístic de Sant Lluc from the age of thirteen to 
nineteen. In 1965, he graduated as an architect 
from the Escola Tècnica Superior d’Arquitectura 
in Barcelona. As a member of the now-defunct 
Studio Per, he worked with Lluís Clotet on most 
of his projects up until 1984. 

He is a founding member of Bd Barcelona 
Design, with whom he began working as a 
designer of furniture and objects. Later on he 
collaborated with prestigious Spanish, Italian 
and German producers. Some of his pieces form 
part of the collections at important musuems 
such as MoMA in New York and the Centre 
Pompidou in Paris. 

In 1994, he demonstrated his talent as an 
essayist with Más que discutible and since then 
has published several books that have been well 
received by the critics. His most recent book, 
Sin figuración, poca diversión (Without figuration, 
little fun), is a wonderful journey through many 
themes related to art, which have always been 
present in his literary work. 

He has been painting for more than fifty years, 
with even more intensity in recent years. He 
has exhibited at galleries, domestically and 
internationally, such as Galeria Montcada, Artur 
Ramon Art, Convent de la Missió, Palau de 
Casavells, Ignacio de Lassaleta, Patrick Domken, 
Room One, Museu Boca del Calvari and Sala 
Parés. In 2015, he published the book of erotic 
painting, Hot Days (Umberto Allemandi & Co).

He has been awarded the Medalla de Oro 
al Mérito en las Bellas Artes and the Premio 
Nacional de Diseño (both in Spain), and the Palme 
de Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres 
(France). He has also recevied two Ciutat de 
Barcelona prizes and several FAD d’Arquitectura 
and Delta de Diseño, among others.


